Commerce Secretary

FIEO Function Marks
Commerce Secretary Changeover

FIEO organized a glittering func-
tion to bid farewell to former Com-
merce Secretary Dr Rahul Khullar
and to welcome Mr S.R. Rao as the
new Commerce Secretary. The func-
tion was attended by Mr M.F. Fa-
rooqui, Special Secretary, MOEF; Mr
Rajiv Kher, Additional Secretary; Mr
Madhusudan Prasad, Additional Sec-
retary; Mrs Anita Agnihotri, Addl.
Secretary & Financial Advisor; Dr
Anup Pujari, DGFT; Mr Vineet Ohri ,
Chief Commissioner of Customs; Mr
Arvind Mehta, Joint Secretary; Mr
Asit Tripathy, Joint Secretary; Mr
J.S. Deepak, Joint Secretary; Mr
D.S. Dhesi, Joint Secretary; Mr Amar
Sinha, Joint Secretary; Mr J.K.
Dadoo, Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Commerce; Mr Sumit Jerath, Addl.
DGFT; Mr D.K. Singh, Addl. DGFT;
Mr N.P.S. Monga, Addl. DGFT; Mr
S.K. Srivastava, Addl. DGFT; and
other senior officers of the Ministry
of Commerce and DGFT.

Mr Shyamal Ghosh, former Sec-
retary; Mr L. Mansingh, former Sec-
retary; Mr N.L. Lakhanpal, former
Secretary; Mr K.T. Chacko, Director,
IIFT, Mr N. Shankar Chairman,
ECGC; President, FIEO, Vice-Presi-
dent, FIEO , Chairmen of Export Pro-
motion Councils; Members of FIEO
Managing Committee, and leading
member exporters also participated
in the function.

While welcoming the guests at the
function, Mr Ajay Sahai, Director Gen-
eral & CEO, FIEO, said that it is an ho-
nour for FIEO to arrange the farewell
function for Dr Khullar and welcoming
Mr Rao. Mr Sahai said Dr Khullar took
over as Commerce Secretary at a
most difficult time when the impact
on the global slowdown slowly be-
came visible in the Indian economy.
Dr Khullar was instrumental in provid-
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Former Commerce Secretary Dr Rahul Khullar (right) discussing with the new
Commerce Secretary Mr S R Rao.

Mr M Rafeeque Ahmed, President, FIEO (left) with Mr N Shankar, Chairman
and Managing Director, ECGC.

ing the stimulus to the exports which
put the sector back on track and
eventually led us to realize the target
of $300 billion in the last fiscal.

Dr Khullar is more an economist
then a bureaucrat who warned ex-
porters much before the signs of the

global slowdown became visible. He
cautioned exporters about the pres-
ent Euro crisis much earlier which
helped them to equip themselves to
meet the present challenges. Compli-
menting the new Commerce Secre-
tary, Mr Sahai said Mr Rao has varied
experienced of social and economic
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LEFT: Vice President, FIEO Mr J K Jain (extreme right) discussing with the new Commerce Secretary Mr S R Rao (centrte). At extreme left is Mr

Khalid Khan, Member FIEO Managing Committee. RIGHT: Dr Rahul Khullar, Former Commerce Secretary discussing with the new Commerce
Secretary Mr S R Rao. On Mr Rao’s right are Mr N L Lakhanpal, former Secretary to Govt. of India; Mrs Lakhanpal; Mr Khalid Khan, Member
FIEO Managing Committee; Mr Rajiv Chitalia, Chairman, Plastic EPC; Mrs J K Jain; and Mr Rajiv Jain, Chairman, Gem & Jewellery EPC.

LEFT: Mr Rafeeque Ahmed addressing the gathering. RIGHT: Mr Ajay Sahai, Director General & CEO, FIEO addressing the gathering.

Ministries which will help in attempt-
ing inclusive growth through exports.
Mr Rao was instrumental in changing
the face of Surat after the plague
broke out in the western Indian city
for which he was conferred the Padma
Shree. He is an administrator par ex-
cellence and the exporting community
hopes he will provide his midas touch
to exports as well. Though Mr Rao is
taking over at a most challenging
time, if the past is an indication, he
relish challenges and delivers the best
in most the difficult situations.

Mr M. Rafeeque Ahmed, Presi-
dent, FIEO, welcoming the two dig-
nitaries, said he has learned a lot
working with Dr Khullar while inter-
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acting with him from the platform of
FIEO as well as from Council for
Leather Exports. Dr Khullar is a
tough negotiator who got the best
for India at the WTO. He was instru-
mental in clinching the MFN status
from Pakistan which will be gradu-
ally granted as Pakistan has already
moved away from the positive list to
a negative list for import from India.
Mr Ahmed said that Dr Khullar is
known as a stickler for rules but he
applied the same in the most objec-
tive and impartial manner. Mr
Ahmed said Dr Khullar has been ap-
pointed as Chairman, TRAI, when
major reforms are needed for the
sector and he is confident that Dr
Khullar will contribute to the

strengthening and expansion of the
telecom sector.

Welcoming the new Commerce
Secretary, the FIEO Chief said Mr
Rao has varied experienced and he
does not carry any baggage. He was
the Chairman of the Vizag Port Trust
which he turned around in a very
short span of time with his team ef-
forts. Mr Rao changed Surat from
being one of the dirtiest cities of
India to its cleanest one. He has
taken charge at a time when exports
are down and we all look up to him
to reverse the trend. The FIEO Pres-
ident said Indian exporters are re-
silient and will bounce back with the
support of the Government. He re-
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quested the Commerce Secretary to
provide the necessary support to the
export sector particularly the labour
intensive one at this difficult time
and try to make the export proce-
dure seamless for exporters.

Dr Khullar, who is now Chairman,
TRAI, in his address, recalled that
when he took over, the then FIEO
President briefed him about the
challenges faced by the exporters in
view of the global slowdown. Fortu-
nately the government had the fiscal
resources to provide the stimulus to
exports as well as the industry which
insulated India from the global slow-
down. However, when the country is
facing another crisis in exports along
with the mess in the EU, our finan-
cial position does not give room for
much fiscal support. The fiscal
deficit is already high and, there-
fore, little maneuvering has to be
done within the existing resources.
Dr Khullar said diversification of ex-
ports should be the priority of the
exporters and in the wake of the
rupee’s depreciation, exporters
should move to new markets to offer
the most competitive price.

Dr Khullar expressed his satisfac-
tion with India’s economic engage-
ment which provides better market
access to exports. He hoped that
very soon we will be completing ne-
gotiation on India-EU FTA as well.
He thanked all officers in the Min-
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LEFT: Dr Rahul Khullar addressing the gathering. RIGHT: Mr S R Rao addressing the gatering.
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LEFT: Mr L Mansingh, former Secretary to the Govt. of India (centre) welcoming Dr Rahul Khullar. At extreme left is Mr Shyamal Ghosh, former
Secretary to the Govt. of India. RIGHT: From left, Mrs Anup K Pujari; Mr K T Chacko, Director, [IFT, Mrs Anuradha Mansingh; Mrs Shyamal
Ghosh; Mr Shyamal Ghosh; Mr L Mansingh; and Dr Rahul Khullar.

LEFT: Mr M Rafeeque Ahmed (right) with Dr Anup K Pujari, DGFT welcoming the guest. RIGHT: (Extreme left) Mr M.F. Farooqui,
Special Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forest welcoming Dr Rahul Khullar. Also seen in the picture
Mr M Rafeeque Ahmed (2nd from left) and Mr Suresh Madan, Director, Ahuja Radio.
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LEFT: From left, Mr Shyamal Ghosh; Dr Anup K Pujari and Mr S R Rao. RIGHT: Mr S R Rao (2nd fro left) and Dr Rahul Khullar (3rd from left)
with Mr M Rafeeque Ahmed, (extreme right); Mr J K Jain (2nd from right) and Mr Ajay Sahai (extreme right).
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LEFT: From left, are Dr Anup K Pujari, DGFT; Mr D S Dhesi, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Commerce; Mr Asit Tripathy, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Commerce; Mr Rajeev Kher, Addl. Secretary, Ministry of Commerce; Mr S R Rao, Commerce Secretary; Dr Rahul Khullar,
Former Commerce Secretary; Mr J K Dadoo, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Commerce; Mr J S Deepak, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Commerce;
Mr Arvind Mehta, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Commerce; and Mr Amar Sinha, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Commerce.

RIGHT: Mr M Rafeeque Ahmed, President, FIEO (3rd from right) with FIEO officials.

istry of Commerce and DGFT who
worked with him to enable him to
realize the export target in the most
difficult circumstances. He offered
his assistance to everyone in his
new capacity as well.

Mr Rao said he has no exposure
of the Ministry of Commerce and is
still in the learning mode. However,
he said he will have close interac-
tion with trade and industry to bring
exports back on track. Contraction
of demand in India’s traditional
markets, particularly in the Euro-
zone economies, is hurting exports,
said the Commerce Secretary. He
admitted that we are still not out of

the woods as bailing out of Greece
and Spain is still in progress. Mr
Rao informed that he will be having
sector specific discussions so that
specific strategies can be devised
for promoting exports in a very
short span. He expressed hope that
the impetus given to market diver-
sification, softening of crude prices
and expectations of a normal mon-
soon would ensure export growth in
the near future.

The Commerce Secretary said
the Ministry was recalibrating its
strategy to find a solution to achieve
the 20 per cent growth target in ex-
ports for the current fiscal, an-

nounced in the recently released
Foreign Trade Policy. Mr Rao admit-
ted that being a successor of Dr
Khullar, who achieved so much dur-
ing his tenure, is going to be a chal-
lenge. He exuded confidence that
with so many brilliant officers avail-
able in the Department of Commerce
and DGFT, he would be able to de-
liver. Mr Rao said that procedural
simplification, reducing the transac-
tion time of exporters would be a
priority for the government. The
Commerce Secretary assured more
frequent interactions with trade and
industry so that regular feedback is
available to the Government for fine
tuning the policy and procedure. =
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Potential Products for export : Machinery, boilers, mineral fuels, oils, distil-
lation products, vehicles other than railways, tramway, electrical, electronic
equipment, irons & steel, articles of iron & steel, plastics & articles, misc. ed-
ible preprns, salt, etc, pharma,, cotton, rubber & articles, organic chemicals,
cereal flour starch, milk preprns, optical, technical, medical etc apparatus,
manmade filaments, paper & paperboards, articles of pulp, paper & board.

FEDERATION OF INDIAN EXPORT ORGANISATIONS (Eastern Region) *\

Organizes

TRADE DELEGATION CUM EXHIBITION

At Yangon, Myanmar | September 3 — 7, 2012

For details please contact

KF IEO (ER): Express Tower, 6th. Floor, 42A, Shakespeare Sarani, Kolkata 700017, Ph: 033-40084890-91, Email: fieoer@airtelmail.in; ptsrinath@ﬁeo.org/

Participation Charges: Rs. 34,000 | Charges for
FIEO members: Rs. 28,000 | Register today at www.fieo.org

*MDA applicable only on airfare

* Terms & Conditions apply
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